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each part shall appear in Its proper place and without con
fusion." Previous encyclopedias had been mere collections
of facts; his was to be an arrangement of facts around
universal principles, so that in all the arts and sciences,
starting from the essential point of the universal law as a
basis, study could proceed from what is best known by slow
degrees to what is less familiar until all knowledge was
compassed. So in his Janua Rerum, as later in his text-
books, each chapter and each paragraph was to lead up to
the next, thus embodying his universal principle of method.
Having already published a Physics (1633), which gave
such a synopsis of the physical universe, and a Prodromus
Paiisophice, or Precursor of Pansophy (1637), he constructed a
Janua Rerum, or Gate of Phenomena, which was to perform
for the universe of things that which his most famous book,
\htjanua Linguarum> had done for languages. The principles
formulated by Comenius as underlying all of this work are the
best comment both concerning its advance beyond the intel-
lectual attitude of the times and also concerning its scientific
character from the present point of view.

APHORISMS
1.   Universal knowledge, so far as it can be obtained by
man, has as its objects God, nature, and art.
2.   A perfect knowledge of these three is to be sought.
3.   The knowledge of things is perfect when it is full, true,
and ordered.
4.   Knowledge is true when things are apprehended as they
exist in reality.
5.   Things   are   apprehended   in   their   essential   nature
when the manner in which they have come  into existence
is understood.
6.   Each object comes into existence in accordance with its
" idea/' that is to say, in relation to a certain rational con-
ception through which it can be what it is.
7.   Therefore, all things that come into existence, whether